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Yes
  Not Sure
No
Ideas:
· Is the topic clear and narrow?

· Is there support for the ideas?

· Is the writing detailed and interesting?

· Are there details that go beyond the obvious?

· Does the writing stay on-topic?

· Do the ideas show insight (deep understanding)?

· Are all of the sentences clearly written?

Organization:

· Is there an interesting, engaging introduction?

· Are there effective, thoughtful transitions?

· Are all of the comments on topic?
· Does the sequencing make sense?

· Is the paragraphing logical and effective?

· Is the conclusion thought-provoking?

Voice:

· Is the writing compelling?

(Example: Is it gripping, persuasive, sincere?)

· Does the piece connect with the you?

· Have risks been taken with the writing?

· Does the writing sound like the writer?

· Does the piece show that the writer cares about the topic?

· Is the writing honest and personal?
Word Choice:

· Are the words specific and accurate?

· Are the best possible words used?

· Was a thesaurus used carefully?

· Are there any striking words or phrases?

· Does the word choice enhance and clarify the meaning?

Sentence Fluency:

· Does the piece have any run-on sentences?

·  Does the piece have any sentences with comma splices?

·  Does the piece have any sentence fragments?

· Do the sentences enhance the meaning?

· Are the sentences a variety of lengths? 

· Are there a variety of sentence structures?

· Do the sentences flow well?
· Does the writing invite oral reading?

Conventions:

· Is the spelling correct?

· Do all sentences begin with capital letters?

· Is the word “I” always capitalized?

· Are all proper nouns capitalized?

· Is there correct end punctuation for each sentence?

· Are commas used correctly?
· Are colons and a semi-colons used correctly?

· Are different conventions used to enhance the writing?
