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Independent Novel Study Journals
In order for me to assess how well you’ve understood the novel, I need to see...
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...that you have a good understanding of the main characters:

· You can describe/explain their personalities, strengths, weaknesses

...that you have a good understanding of the storyline (plot):

· You can tell me why things happen without being told by the author

...that you have a good understanding of the issues in the story:

· You can explain the underlying theme(s) of the story with examples from the novel, real life or your own personal experience:
· Bravery/courage/determination

· Racism/prejudice/discrimination

· Friendship/love/family

· Etc.


...that you have a personal connection to the story or characters:

· You have been in a similar situation - explain
· You know someone who has been in a similar situation - explain
· A certain character reminds you of yourself, or someone you know – how?
· You can justify what you would have done in the character’s situation

The following kinds of comments are too general and do not help me to assess your understanding of the story:

“I loved this book.  The characters were great!  I can’t wait to read the sequel.”

Your comments must be:

· Specific/detailed
· Analytical

· Accurate

· Interesting
· Insightful
